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dencies and feelings of expectation, anticipation, and strain; (2)
by meaning implicit in the situation or by free images and ideas;
and (3) by a reference of attitude and ideal content to some future
condition of the self" (p. 224). Curiosity, expectation, and con-
scious desire are called types of interest. Like attention, it
also is assigned three stages of development. In the primary
stage "a present situation leads directly to feelings of pleasure,
satisfaction, etc." In the secondary stage it "inheres in means"
that lead to a cause of such feelings, while in the "acquired"
stage, the means become ends in themselves. Also the structure
and growth of interest are explained in " functional" terms.

The two chapters on education are advice to teachers, based
on the preceding analysis.

Dr. Arnold's method in this book may be an interesting peda-
gogical device, and after one gets his intent, is easy enough, but it
is a bit obfuscating at first, largely because of his careless manner
in indicating his intent. Under the headings "description,"
"illustration," "development," "explanation," "definition," he
describes, illustrates, suggests the growth of, and defines his sub-
ject-matter, but one is puzzled at the beginning, as to what de-
scription is description of, etc. His headings refer backwards
rather than forwards. The same carelessness extends to his use
of certain terms. The most obvious is the word "ideal." The
customary signification of that word is not psychological, but
moral. Ideals are values, types, meanings, not states of minds,
objective and external. In Dr. Arnold's sense ideal means "like
an idea," or "of the substance of an idea," a state of mind, subjec-
tive, with a psychological content. There is an unnecessary and
altogether unjustified use of "ideal" for "ideational."

H. M. KALLEN.
Harvard University.

STUDIES IN SPIRITISM. By Amy E. Tanner, with an Introduc-
tion by G. Stanley Hall. New York. Appleton, 1910. Pp. xxxix
+ 408.

THE cause of psychical research has suffered so often and so
severely from the fond enthusiasms of its friends, that one is
amused to note that it may also gain heavily now and then from
the over-reaching bigotry or other unfairness of its enemies. The
Studies in Spiritism, by Dr. Tanner and Dr. Hall (for the latter
has contributed more than an introduction, cf. pp. 177-185, 259-
273, and he took, as well, the more active part in the narrated sit-
tings with Mrs. Piper) is a volume which would throw some inter-
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esting light on the psychology of mediumship, were it not that it is
written from a violently ex parte position, from an attitude so
hostile to "psychical research," that it has led the genial writer or
writers, all unconsciously let us suppose, perilously close to a
biassed manipulation of documentary evidence, certainly to the
frequent use of unjustifiable innuendo and, more dismally al-
though less reprehensibly, to repeated efforts at a playful and
facetious literary style.

The way in which documentary material is treated in this
book has been sufficiently discussed by Dr. J. H. Hyslop (Jour.
of the Amer. Soc. for Psych. Research, 1911, v, 1—98), who has
shown that an absolutely just impression of previous sittings,
reports, etc., is by no means always conveyed. Insinuation,
furthermore, is employed so frequently and so irresponsibly as to
destroy the confidence of the most sympathetic reader. Thus it
is stated (p. 74) that "Hyslop gives us a sidelight apropos [sic] of
the possibility of Hodgson himself being implicated in fraud."
This is probably the first time that it has been suggested that the
late Richard Hodgson, known by everybody to have been the soul
of candour and integrity, was a charlatan; yet the context shows
not the slightest ground for such defamation. The passage, if it
is to mean anything in its context, must be construed into "impli-
cated in Mrs. Piper's fraud," although the aspersion on Mrs.
Piper is likewise gratuitous and unsubstantiated. Again on the
same page it is intimated that possibly Mrs. Piper has cultivated
"a love of directories, etc.," i.e., of the means for acquiring sur-
reptitious knowledge about her sitters; and similar dark hints of
systematic and hyper-ingenious fraud on the part of Mrs. Piper
are scattered broadcast through the book, although these are un-
supported by a shred of evidence. There can be no doubt of the
cumulative effect of these reiterations, nor can we doubt that this
damaging use of suggestion is intentional, and yet the author if
challenged for a categorical statement about Mrs. Piper would,
of course, point triumphantly to the statement of Dr. Hall (p.
18), "that Mrs. Piper ha snever^' been "convicted of fraud." Again
in the considerations of "coincidences" and other "veridical"
material obtained from sittings, Dr. Tanner, aware that disbelief
is the smarter attitude and the easier to carry off, regularly alleges
a number of utterly whimsical and remote hypotheses by way of
explanation — none of them in the least plausible — and then
adds brightly: "Until these possibilities are disposed of, at least,
we do not need to assume spirit agencies at work." No, probably
not; but Dr. Tanner should at least take care that persons, like
the present reviewer, to whom the spirit hypothesis is naturally
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repugnant and whose interest in psychical research has hitherto
been of the most languid sort, are not pricked on to unwonted
interest in "spirits" by the very lameness of the alternative assump-
tions which she presents. Nor are Dr. Hall's chapters marked by
any superior fairness of statement. ^The dictum (p. 19), "Never
in our own or in other Piper sittings, was any full record kept
of what her interlocutors said," will certainly amaze all persons
who know anything of the precautions taken in this respect by the
late Richard Hodgson, and will mislead everybody else; and the
clause soon to follow (p. 20), "while the presence of a stenographer
which we proposed was objected to," is worthy at least of remark.
Mrs. Piper is thoroughly habituated to the presence of one or more
stenographers at her sittings, and Dr. Tanner, speaking of the
same point (p. 166) does not intimate that any objection was
raised to the presence of stenographers in this case.

Perhaps one of the most significant remarks in a composition
that is fairly rich in dark hints is the following (p. 18): " For years
she [Mrs. Piper] had been the more or less private oracle of one of
our leading and very influential psychologists." Now there are
two persons whom the ordinary reader would possibly think of on
reading this statement, and by the merest coincidence (of course)
the names of both are given a few lines lower on the same page;
but one of these, whose "more or less private oracle" Mrs. Piper
may truly be said to have been, was by no means "one of our lead-
ing and very influential psychologists"; the other one was de-
cidedly this last, but it would be a falsehood to say or to imply
that Mrs. Piper was ever his "more or less private oracle." One
wonders, then, whom Dr. Hall can have intended in the statement
above quoted.

The general flavor of this book is only heightened by the play-
ful and familiar literary style adopted by Dr. Hallr showing how
thoroughly at home he is wherever placed: "Dear ghosts of my
relatives, I did not mean to slight you, and pray accept my apolo-
gies and my profound regrets if you really were trying to ring me
up" (p. 28). Or again (p. 182), "Then comes my dear father,
but how agonizing! He only presents his card as a present and
says good by," etc.

All things considered, a book less damaging to the cause of
psychical research could hardly have been thrown together. In
the treatment of these much-mooted topics, requiring as they do
the most limpid candour, the perspicacious reader is everywhere
put on his guard; where impartiality is requisite, the reader finds
the most unworthy innuendo; and where sobriety and judicious-
ness were most in order, one encounters tasteless if not shocking



Reviews 243

imbecilities. The elder co-author will surely be disappointed in
his hope, "that this book will mark a turn of the tide," a revulsion
against "psychical research."

EDWIN B. HOLT.

UNTERSUCHUNGEN ZUR KENNTNISS DER PSYCHOMOTORISCHEN
BEWEGUNGSTORUNGEN BE1 GEISTESKRANKEN, 1908, AND WEITERE
UNTERSUCHUNGEN AN GEISTESKRANKEN MIT PSYCHOMOTORISCHEN

STORUNGEN, 1909. By Karl Kleist (Klinkhardt).

THESE two books have aroused a widespread interest, and
although it is not necessary to discuss here their detailed and tech-
nical psychiatric aspects, it is desirable to report the general
trend of them. Anatomists have greeted Kleist's work as a val-
uable step towards the neurological formulation of mental symp-
toms, while from the psychological side it has been regarded as a
last desperate effort to uphold the possibility of such a formulation.

Essentially it consists of an extension of Wernicke's attempts
to describe and explain mental symptoms in anatomical language.
Wernicke studied the psycho-motor symptoms of insane patients,
the stereotyped movements, mannerisms, and so on, and inter-
preted them as being due to transcortical disturbances, quite
independent of any disorder of will or thought. He referred to
them as a "motility psychosis," which happened to occur in
various forms of insanity, and maintained that the mental pro-
cesses corresponding to the motor manifestations were themselves
normal. It will be remembered that Wernicke largely based these
views on his knowledge of aphasia, which he took as a prototype
of psycho-motor disturbances. He laid great stress on the motor
manifestations, postulating as a cause of them a transcortical
interruption on the motor side of the sensory-psycho-motor reflex
arc. The inadequacy of this conception was soon apparent, even in
the sphere of aphasia itself, where it was seen that he had attached
too much importance to the purely motor-speech aspects, and all
recent investigations have accentuated the difficulty of harmoniz-
ing the mental and anatomical changes found in this condition.

Since Wernicke's day great progress has been made in our
knowledge of the intra-cerebral paths, of the choreiform and
athetoid symptoms related to thalamic and cerebellar lesions, and
notably in the precise localization, by Liepmann and others, of the
anatomical basis of the elaborate apraxic disorders of movement.
On the basis of this, Kleist has been emboldened to carry Wer-
nicke's attempts further, and to go beyond the latter in endeavoring
to explain even some of the mental disturbances themselves as being


